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UG Davis cancer patients treated with new catheter technology
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While the IsoFlow is currently be-
ing used to treat liver cancer, it is en-
visioned as a treatment for any type
of solid tumor. The catheter provides
extremely targeted chemotherapy in
an outpatient treatment that takes only
about an hour. This allows doctors to
more quickly and effectively treat can-
cer patients.

UC Davis Dr. Wayne Monsky, an in-
terventional radiologist, has started
using the catheter. Monsky said he
thinks the IsoFlow could open up new
doors for treating other types of cancer
that require a very targeted, delicate
approach, such as pancreatic, lung and
brain cancers.

“I think this catheter’s going to open
up a lot of areas where we couldn’t do
treatments before because of the cathe-
ter design,” said Monsky, who has been
using the device for about a month and
has treated four patients. “I think it will
help us expand our approach to treat-
ment to different areas of the body.”

Vascular Designs has only two em-
ployees and is primarily self-funded by
Goldman, who put more than $3 million
into the company. Another $1.8 million
came from investor and developer Josh _
Coughran. - 7 :
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tiny tube that is inserted into a patient’s
body, directly to a tumor. Two balloons
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Goldman, an inventor who developed
technology for storing and browsing
digital music, turned to medical devices
when his sister, Amy, was diagnosed
with colon cancer and died at age 40.

The catheter was used to treat the
first patient, a woman suffering from a
spinal tumor, in 2009 at the University
of Wisconsin Medical Center. Goldman
said the woman recently died, but lived
a couple of years longer than was other-
wise expected.

“Right after the treatment she was up
and walking and out of pain,” Goldman
said.

Goldman spent the last couple of years F 7
reworking some elements of the cath- Mem“ l—m
eter’s design, and is now pitching his
product to doctors and hospitals, pri-
marily on the West Coast.
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